
 

 
1  As of December 2015 

FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

Comparative Analysis of Azerbaijan Legal Framework and ADB Safeguard Policy Statement 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

Policy Principle 1: Use a screening process for each proposed project, as early as possible, to determine the appropriate extent and type of environmental assessment so that appropriate studies are 

undertaken commensurate with the significance of potential impacts and risks. 

Key element (1) 

Use a screening process 

to determine the 

appropriate extent and 

type of environmental 

assessment 

There are no specific screening project categories outlined in either the Law of Environment Protection 

(1999) or the Handbook on EIA Procedures and any other Azerbaijan legal framework. According to 

the Law on Environment Protection, nearly all types of development regardless of the scale and sector are 

subject to State Ecological Expertise (SEE).  This includes new developments as well as reconstruction, 

extension and upgrading of existing projects, feasibility studies, etc.  

The EIA handbook lays down a two-tiered approach to screening. The Developer is required to submit an 

application with basic information on the proposed type of project and activities and based on this 

document, the Environmental Authority decides on the necessity of a full-scale EIA based on the 

Environmental Authority’s assessment of the expected severity of environmental impacts. .  

Decisions range from no EIA study required, to the full EIA process (Article 2.2, Handbook for the EIA 

Process), to rejection of the project completely. Potential projects are not categorized to guide this 

process, nor are clear criteria given for such differentiation.   When making their decisions, SEE relies on 

the preliminary description of environmental impacts, in consultation with experts and taking into account 

concerns of the public. 

 

Partial Equivalence 

 

There is no stipulation of 

screening categories, 

including list of projects 

that require an EIA 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) to stipulate screening 

categories and criteria for 

screening. To provide a list of 

category A projects 

Policy Principle 2:  Conduct an environmental assessment for each proposed project to identify potential direct, indirect, cumulative, and induced impacts and risks to physical, biological, 

socioeconomic (including impacts on livelihood through environmental media, health and safety, vulnerable groups, and gender issues), and physical cultural resources in the context of the project’s 

                                                      
1
 There are relevant provisions of the Azerbaijan EIA system is stipulated in the Law on Nature Protection and Nature Use (1992), the Law on Environmental Protection (1999), and the Law on Ecological Safety 

(1999).  In both the Law on Nature Protection and the Law on Environmental Protection there are chapters that explain the state ecological review (literally state ecological “expertise” – SEE) process.  The 
implementation of SEE provisions is described in the Handbook for the EIA Process in Azerbaijan, which was approved by the State Committee for Environmental Protection in 1996.   The Ministry of Environmental 

Protection and Natural Resources, in consultation with appropriate experts, decides how extensive and detailed the EIA process must be, given the severity of the expected environmental impacts (Article 2.1, 

Handbook for the EIA Process).  However, these are of a  non-binding nature of the EIA regulations and there is an absence of the link between the Law on EP and the EIA Handbook. There is a need to upgrade the 

status of the EIA Handbook to a legally binding law or act and link it clearly to the Law on EP 
2 “Full Equivalence” denotes that the Azerbaijan legal requirement(s) are in complete harmony with the corresponding  ADB Safeguard Objective, Scope and Trigger, Policy Principle or Key Element thereof.  “Partial 

Equivalence” denotes that the Azerbaijan legal requirement is in partial harmony with the corresponding  ADB Safeguard Objective, Scope and Trigger, Policy Principle or Key Element; and  “No Equivalence” 
denotes that no Azerbaijan’s legal requirement can be found that corresponds to the particular ADB Safeguard Objective, Scope and Trigger, Policy Principle or Key Element.  
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FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

area of influence. Assess potential trans-boundary and global impacts, including climate change. Use strategic environmental assessment where appropriate. 

General Guidelines for 

conduct of EIA 

The general procedure of EIA process is stipulated in the  “Handbook for the Environment Impact 

Assessment Process in Azerbaijan”(1996). The “Handbook” contains most aspects required for EIA 

studies including definition and objectives of EIA; the EIA process(how to apply, sequence of events, 

responsibilities, payments, timing and preliminary considerations); requirements of EIA documents; 

public participation; and the EIA review procedures.  Besides the “Handbook” there remains from former 

times, an “Instruction on the Procedure of Estimation of EIA for Feasibilities Studies and Projects, and 

Construction of Economic Objects and complexes” which was prepared by the State Committee for 

Environmental Protection of FSU.  This is followed today.  Azerbaijan has no specific or general 

guidelines for EIA.   

 

Partial Equivalence For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) to provide procedures for 

conduct of EIAs, including 

timing, steps. etc., as per ADB 

procedures.  

Key element (1) 

 

 

Identify indirect as well 

as direct impacts 

 

There is no explicit reference to “indirect impacts” in the legal framework.  All potential references to 

indirect impacts are implicit. 

The power to conduct environmental review is given in Chapter VIII of the Law on Environmental 

Protection: 

Article 50. Environmental Review is defined as determination of the potential adverse impact of human 

economic activity on the environment and determination of the compliance of economic activity with 

environmental standards and requirements for prevention and forecasting purposes. Official 

environmental reviews of the Azerbaijan Republic shall be conducted by the proper executive authorities 

and civic organizations. 

Article 51. Official Environmental Review. (1). Official environmental reviews shall be conducted by 

the proper executive authorities; (2). Official environmental review procedures shall be governed by the 

law; (3). The production and distribution of manufactured goods and foods, the performance of services 

and work, and the importation of said goods, work, and services into the Azerbaijan Republic shall be 

prohibited without a favorable official environmental review opinion concerning the items subject to 

review; (4) Any project involving the use of mineral resources shall be subject to a geological review in 

accordance with the procedures prescribed by law prior to an environmental review; (5). An official 

environmental review opinion is an enforceable official act, and non-compliance with its requirements 

may be the subject of litigation. 

Article 52. The Purpose and Objectives of an Official Environmental Review. (1). An official 

environmental review shall be organized and conducted by the proper executive authorities to determine 

the completeness and accuracy of environmental impact assessments, compliance with applicable safety 

regulations, and the effectiveness of the proposed environmental safeguards for industrial and other 

activities; (2). An official environmental review is designed to establish rules essential for environmental 

protection and prevent decisions that may have an adverse environmental impact; (3). The objectives of an 

official environmental review include: (3.1). Determination of the magnitudes of the environmental 

 Partial Equivalence 

 

Absence of explicit 

reference to assessment of 

direct and indirect impacts 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) to provide for assessment 

of direct and indirect impacts. 
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(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

hazards of industrial and other activities that may now or in the future directly or indirectly impact the 

environment and public health; (3.2). Assessment of the compliance of the planned economic and other 

activities with the requirements of the law and public health codes; (3.3). The suitability and quality of the 

proposed environmental safeguards; 

Article 53. The Basic Principles of Official Environmental Reviews will be based on the following 

principles: (1). The requirements of international law; (2). A combination of legality, scientific validity, 

transparency, environmental, social, engineering, technical, planning, economic and other principles; (3). 

A comprehensive socio-environmental-economic assessment of the impact of economic and other 

activities; (4). Guarantees of the right of all people to good environmental conditions for their health and 

well-being; (5). An emphasis on the importance of the protection and preservation of the ecological 

balance, gene pool, and biological diversity for present and future generations; (6). The presumption of the 

potential risk of uncontrolled nature use; (7). The prediction of potential emergencies; (8). Environmental 

impact assessments shall be considered an integral part of social development. 

Article 54. The Subjects of Official Environmental Reviews are as follows: (1). All types of 

documentation related to the development and use of the country's and industries' productive assets; (2). 

Feasibility studies, projects, environmental impact assessments (EIAs) of industrial facilities and 

complexes, including the construction (reconstruction, renovation, and installation of equipment) and 

liquidation of joint ventures with foreign legal entities and individuals; (3). Documentation related to the 

production and importation of new equipment, technologies, products and materials; (4). Drafts of 

environmental law, statutes and legal, procedural, and technical documents; (5). The condition of the 

environment as a result of industrial or other activities; (6). Environmental conditions in a region and 

different natural components and complexes (ecosystems); (7). The environmental sections of draft 

agreements and contracts related to the use of the natural resources of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

The EIA Handbook, requires the Developer to include the description and assessment of all the potential 

adverse environmental impacts of the proposed activity, as well as the description of any measures to 

avoid, reduce, mitigate, or compensate for, these impacts, in the EIA documentation (Paragraph 3.2.2). 

The EIA Handbook does not require discussion of alternatives, including the so-called “do-nothing” 

alternative7, and their potential impacts, in the EIA documentation except the description of alternative 

technologies, but nevertheless, they are often discussed either in the EIA Document or during its review.  

 

Key element (2) 

Identify cumulative 

impacts 

 

There is no explicit reference to “cumulative impacts” in the legal framework.  All potential references to 

cumulative impacts are implicit. 

There is currently no methodology that would guide developers, EIA experts, the public involved, 

environmental authorities and the decision-makers through the process of dealing with such effects. This 

gap in the country’s EIA system allows for separate developments with initially insignificant or low 

impacts to be developed and implemented simultaneously or within limited areas, which eventually results 

No Equivalence 

There is currently no 

methodology that would 

guide developers, EIA 

experts, the public 

involved, environmental 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) to include assessment of 

cumulative impacts. 
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FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

in accumulation of “insignificant” impacts into significant, but unforeseen, and therefore not dealt with, 

ones. 

authorities and the 

decision-makers through 

the process of dealing 

with such effects. This 

gap in the country’s EIA 

system allows for separate 

developments with 

initially insignificant or 

low impacts to be 

developed and 

implemented 

simultaneously or within 

limited areas, which 

eventually results in 

accumulation of 

“insignificant” impacts 

into significant, but 

unforeseen, and therefore 

not dealt with, ones.

   

Key element (3) 

Identify induced impacts  

 

There is some limited explicit reference to “induced impacts” in the legal framework.  All potential 

references to indirect impacts are otherwise implicit.  The explicit mention of indirect impacts in the 

following section of the Law on Environment Protection: 

Law on Environmental Protection. Article 52. The Purpose and Objectives of an Official 

Environmental Review. Item (3). The objectives of an official environmental review include:  

(3.1). Determination of the magnitudes of the environmental hazards of industrial and other activities that 

may now or in the future directly or indirectly impact the environment and public health;  

 

 Partial Equivalence 

 

There is no explicit 

reference to assessment of 

induced impacts although 

there is requirement for 

determination of 

magnitude of 

environmental hazards 

that may or may not occur 

in the future 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) to provide for assessment 

of induced impacts. 
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(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

 

 

 

 

Key element (4) 

Identify physical impacts 

There is no explicit reference to “identification of physical impacts” in the legal framework.  All potential 

references to physical impacts are implicit in the Handbook of EIA 

The Handbook of EIA requires the identification of “current status of physical and social environment”  

 

 

Partial Equivalence 

 

While, it requires the 

identification of physical 

environment, although it 

can be implied that 

assessment of impacts on 

physical environment 

would be logical 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) to provide explicit 

reference to assessment of 

physical impacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key element (5) 

 

Identify biological 

impacts 

There is some reference to “identification of biological impacts” in the legal framework.  All potential 

references to biological impacts are otherwise mostly implicit.  

Law on Environmental Protection. Article 3 on Basic Environmental Principles maintains that 

environmental protection is based on a number of principles, including in particular in relation to 

biological resources, the balanced achievement of social, economic, moral, and aesthetic objectives;  the 

maintenance of ecological balance in areas and the rehabilitation of damaged natural ecosystems; - the 

efficient use and renewal of natural resources and economic incentives for environmental protection; - the 

preservation of biological diversity; etc. 

Partial Equivalence 

 

Lack of explicit reference 

to biological impacts, 

although it can be implied 

that should be part of EIA 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook to 

include directions on the need 

to identify biological impacts. 
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(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

Article 53. The Basic Principles of Official Environmental Reviews includes the following:  

Item (5) An emphasis on the importance of the protection and preservation of the ecological balance, gene 

pool, and biological diversity for present and future generations; and  

Item (6)  The presumption of the potential risk of uncontrolled nature use; 

 

Article 54 of the Law on Environmental Protection lists activities subject to SEE. According to this 

list, following economic activities (relating to ecological aspects) should undergo SEE before they can be 

implemented: 

• ecological conditions established as a result of economic activities or emergencies,  

• ecological conditions of the region, isolated natural objects and ecosystems,  

• ecology-related sections of the draft agreements providing for use of natural resources based      

on the decision of the respective executive authority. 

Article 61. The National Conservation System defines several environmental components of unique 

environmental, scientific, genetic, educational, and historical interest, imposes restrictions and bans 

concerning objects of scientific, environmental, historical, and genetic value. 

Article 62. Protected Areas defines assignment of areas for protection for special environmental, 

scientific, cultural, and aesthetic interest inhabited by endangered species and land or water areas wholly 

or partially and temporarily or permanently off-limits to human activity shall be considered protected 

areas.  It also assigns a number of categories of protected areas within the country, as well as procedures 

for organizing protected areas, their protection and use status, and their operating conditions governed by 

the laws and pertinent regulations of Azerbaijan. 

Key element (6) 

 

Identify socioeconomic 

impacts (including on 

livelihood through 

environmental health and 

safety, vulnerable groups, 

and gender issues) 

 

There is recognition of the need to identify socio-economic impacts in the following sub-articles: 

Article 53 of the Law on EP, SEE is carried out in accordance with:  

• Azerbaijan’s international legal commitments,  

• principles of legality, scientific validity, transparency, integration of environmental, social, engineering 

and technological, technical, architectural and planning, economic and other assessments,  

• the results of comprehensive socio-economic and ecological assessment of environmental impacts of 

economic activities,  

• the people’s right to healthy environment,  

• the principles of sustainability,  

• the presumption of potential danger of the unregulated use of natural resources,  

Partial Equivalence  

Absence of instructions to 

assess impacts specifically 

on livelihoods, vulnerable 

groups and gender related 

aspects 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) to provide for assessment 

of socio-economic impacts 

that includes livelihood 

through environmental health 

and safety, vulnerable groups, 

and gender issues.  
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(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

• the risk of disasters, and  

• the necessity to preserve the nature as an integral part of the society.  

 
Article 6. Rights and Obligations of Citizens in the Field of Environmental Protection recognizes the 

rights of citizens to: 

1.1. obtain accurate information on the environment as it affects their lives and health, its 

condition, and efforts to improve its condition; 

1.2. receive compensation for damage to health and property caused by violations of 

environmental law; 

1.3. live in an environment that is good for life and health; 

1.4. use natural resources in accordance with the prescribed procedures, take actions to conserve 

and renew natural resources, and participate in protecting and improving the environment; 

1.5. participate in meetings, rallies, picket lines, marches, demonstrations, and referenda devoted 

to environmental protection; 

1.6. petition governmental environmental protection agencies and organizations; 

1.7. propose citizen environmental reviews; 

1.8. request administrative and judicial revocation of decisions concerning the siting, construction, 

renovation, and operation of plants and other environmentally hazardous facilities that will affect 

human health and the environment and the restriction, suspension, or termination of the activities 

of individuals and legal entities; 

1.9. file suit in court against organizations, public officials, and citizens for violations of 

environmental law; 

Article 52. The Purpose and Objectives of an Official Environmental Review are:  

3.1. Determination of the magnitudes of the environmental hazards of industrial and other 

activities that may now or in the future directly or indirectly impact the environment and public 

health; 

3.2. Assessment of the compliance of the planned economic and other activities with the 

requirements of the law and public health codes; 

3.3. The suitability and quality of the proposed environmental safeguards; 

Article 53. The Basic Principles of Official Environmental Reviews follows the following principles in 
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(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 

Statement  

(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

terms of socioeconomic impacts:  

2. A combination of legality, scientific validity, transparence, environmental, social, 

engineering, technical, planning, economic and other principles; 

 

3. A comprehensive socio-environmental-economic assessment of the impact of economic and 

other activities; 

4. Guarantees of the right of all people to good environmental conditions for their health and 

well-being; and 

8. Environmental impact assessments are considered an integral part of social development. 

The EIA Handbook, defines EIA as a process aimed at identification of, evaluation of, mitigation of, or 

avoiding, possible negative impacts of development proposals, but also mentions principles of integrated 

approach to such assessment. It is acknowledged to introduce transparency in the process of decision-

making through involving the interested public in the discussion of the proposed activities and taking the 

public opinion into account  

Key element (7) 

 

Identify impacts on 

physical cultural 

resources 

There is no explicit reference to “identification of impacts on physical/cultural resources” in the legal 

framework.  All potential references to physical and cultural resource impacts are implicit.  

 

No Equivalence  For Full Equivalence enhance 

the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of another legal 

instrument) or link it to an 

enhanced Law on EP to 

provide for assessment of 

physical cultural impacts. 

 

Key element (8) 

Identify impacts in the 

context of the project’s 

area of influence 

 

There is no explicit reference to “project’s area of influence” in the legal framework, but it seems that it 

refers implicit to identification of impacts that would likely refer to the broad zone of influence. 

 

Partial Equivalence 

 

There is no explicit 

reference to project’s area 

of influence 

 

For Full Equivalence the 

revised Handbook on EIA 

should explicitly mention 

measures to define the 

boundaries or segments of a 

project’s area of influence.  It 

would be useful for the 

Handbook or other document 

to specifically identify how to 

define the area of influence for 

a number of very common 
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(A) 

ADB Safeguard Policy 
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(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

project types. 

Key element (9) 

 

Assess potential trans-

boundary impacts 

 

There is no explicit reference to “assessment of trans-boundary impacts” in the legal framework.  All 

potential references to trans-boundary impacts are implicit.  However, Article 49 of the Law of 

Environmental Protection: Protection of the Earth's Climate and the Ozone Layer of Atmosphere 

requires the protection of the Earth's climate and the ozone layer of the atmosphere based and governed by 

the law of Azerbaijan and international treaties (agreements) to which Azerbaijan is a party. 

 

 

Partial Equivalence 

 

Azerbaijan’s EIA system, 

does not imply any 

relevant co-operation with 

the neighbouring states in 

case of likely 

transboundary 

environmental impacts of 

the proposed activities. 

Taking into account 

Azerbaijan’s geographical 

situation and the nature of 

the major projects 

developed in the country 

the adoption of the legal 

requirements for EIAs in a 

transboundary context 

would not only help the 

country to fulfil its 

international obligations, 

but secure better quality 

of economic activities. 

 

 

For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should include the 

relevant provisions of the 

Espoo Convention as ratified 

by Azerbaijan.  

Key element (10) 

 

Assess potential global 

impacts, including climate 

change  

 

There is no explicit mention of assessing global impacts in the EIA process in the legal framework. 

However Article 49 of the Law of Environmental Protection: Protection of the Earth's Climate and 

the Ozone Layer of Atmosphere requires the protection of the Earth's climate and the ozone layer of the 

atmosphere based and governed by the law of Azerbaijan and international treaties (agreements) to which 

Azerbaijan is a party. 

 

Partial Equivalence 

No clear guidance on 

assessment of global 

impacts, expect what is 

implied through the 

country being a signatory 

to a number of 

international conventions 

and treaties 

For Full Equivalence enhance 

the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, another legal 

instrument)  or link it to an 

enhanced Law on EP to 

require the assessment of 

climate change and other 

global impacts. 
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(B) 

 Corresponding Legal Provisions of the Law on EIA 1 

(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

Key element (11) 

Use strategic 

environmental assessment  

Article 54 of the Law on EP lists activities subject to SEE. According to this list, following economic 

activities should undergo SEE before they can be implemented:  

• drafts of state and local programs for development and allocation of labour forces according to sectors 

and regions,  

• feasibility studies (the so-called technical-economic substantiation documentation),  

• projects of construction (reconstruction, extension, technical upgrading) and demolishing of economic 

objects and complexes,  

• OVOS documents,  

• documents related to development and import of new techniques, technologies, materials and substances,  

• draft vocational and regulatory and technical documents on environmental protection,  

• ecological conditions established as a result of economic activities or emergencies,  

• ecological conditions of the region, isolated natural objects and ecosystems,  

• ecology-related sections of the draft agreements providing for use of natural resources based on the 

decision of the respective executive authority.  

  

Full Equivalence 

 

None required 

Policy Principle 3: Examine alternatives to the project’s location, design, technology, and components and their potential environmental and social impacts and document the rationale for selecting the 

particular alternative proposed. Also consider the no-project alternative. 

Key element (1) 

Examine alternatives to 

the project’s location, 

design, technology. 

The issue of alternatives is not dealt with in the Law on Environmental Protection 

EIA   In the Handbook of EIA it is required only for alternative technologies  

 

No Equivalence For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of a single EIA 

act) by adding the 

requirements to assess 

alternative sites and project 

designs. 

Key element (2) 

Consider the no-project 

alternative 

The issue of alternatives is not dealt with in the draft EIA Law. No Equivalence For Full Equivalence enhance 

the requirements of the Law on 

EP and the EIA Handbook (or 

alternatively, of another legal 

instrument) by adding the 

requirements to assess the no-

project alternative.  

Policy Principle 4: Avoid, and where avoidance is not possible, minimize, mitigate, and/or offset adverse impacts and enhance positive impacts by means of environmental planning and management. 
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(C) 

Extent of Equivalence 2 

(D) 

Recommended Gap-filling 

Measures 

Prepare an environmental management plan (EMP) that includes the proposed mitigation measures, environmental monitoring and reporting requirements, related institutional or organizational 

arrangements, capacity development and training measures, implementation schedule, cost estimates, and performance indicators. Key considerations for EMP preparation include mitigation of 

potential adverse impacts to the level of no significant harm to third parties, and the polluter pays principle. 

Key element (1) 

Avoid, and where 

avoidance is not possible, 

minimize, mitigate, 

and/or offset adverse 

impacts and enhance 

positive impacts by means 

of environmental 

planning and management 

There is no distinctive scoping process outlined in the Law on EP. The Law, however, mentions tasks of 

SEE, which include identification of the degrees of ecological safety of the planned and implemented 

economic activities; assessment of the compliance of the developments with the environmental and health 

legal framework and regulations; and verification of the proposed nature protection measures (Article 52). 

The documents should have following information:  

1. Introduction. General data,  the reason of project, how it fits in governmental policy, alternative 

technologies; 

2. The proposal. Full description of technological process and analysis of what is being proposed; 

3. The current status of physical and social environment. 

4. Potential impacts of the proposal and mitigation measures. 

5. Conclusion 

6. Technical Annexes 

Baseline not required by Law on EP, but EIA Handbook: Coverage of physical, ecological and 

social aspects of environment is required  

According to the EIA Handbook, the Environmental Authority holds a Scoping Meeting for the 

Developer, experts and representatives of the concerned public, aiming at reaching the consensus on the 

scope of EIA (Paragraph 3.2.1). In case the consensus has not been reached, the Environmental Authority 

decides on the contents of the EIA Document which the Developer should then produce. At the same time, 

there is no explicit requirement for the scoping stage to cover certain aspects of the EIA process, such as 

its timeframes, financing, participants and issues to be covered by the EIA (e.g. risk, health and/or 

sustainability assessment). 

 

Partial Equivalence For Full Equivalence enhance 

the legal framework to require 

avoidance, minimization, 

mitigation or compensation for 

adverse environmental 

impacts. 

Key element (2) 

Prepare an environmental 

management plan (EMP) 

Article. 3.2.2. EIA Handbook - Mitigation measures required, but not explicit in Law on Environmental 

Protection 

The “Handbook” contains most aspects required for EIA studies including definition and objectives of 

EIA; the EIA process (how to apply, sequence of events, responsibilities, payments, timing and 

preliminary considerations); requirements of EIA documents; public participation; and the EIA review 

procedures.  

Article 29 of the Law on Nature Protection and Nature Use (1992) “Goals and Objectives of the 

State Ecological Expertise” requires that assessment of impact of economic and other activities on the 

environment (potentially refers to EMP) define normative valid measures for the protection of the 

environment 

Full Equivalence None required 
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(D) 
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Key Element (3) 

Prepare an environmental 

management plan (EMP) 

that includes the 

proposed… 

environmental monitoring 

and reporting 

requirements 

None, although Article 39 of the Law on Nature Protection and Nature Use (1992) requires post-project 

analysis of economic activities  

 

 

No Equivalence  For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should require for 

inclusion of environmental 

monitoring and reporting 

arrangements in the EMP. 

Key Element (4) 

Prepare an environmental 

management plan (EMP) 

that includes… related 

institutional or 

organizational 

arrangements 

None No Equivalence  For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should require 

inclusion of  institutional and 

organization arrangements for 

implementation of the EMP. 

Key Element (5) 

Prepare an environmental 

management plan (EMP) 

that includes the 

proposed... capacity 

development and training 

measures 

None No Equivalence  For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should explicitly 

require capacity building and 

training i activities in the 

EMP. 

Key Element (6) 

Prepare an environmental 

management plan (EMP) 

that includes the proposed 

…implementation 

schedule 

None No Equivalence  For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should explicitly 

require inclusion of an 

implementation schedule in 

the EMP 

Key Element (7) 

Prepare an environmental 

management plan (EMP) 

that includes the 

proposed… cost estimates 

None No Equivalence  For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should explicitly 

require including cost 

estimates for implementation 

of the EMP. 

Key element (8) None No Equivalence  For Full Equivalence the legal 
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Prepare an environmental 

management plan (EMP) 

that includes the proposed 

…performance indicators 

framework should explicitly 

require including performance 

indicators for monitoring the 

effectiveness of EMP 

implementation. 

Key Element (9) 

Key considerations for 

EMP preparation include 

mitigation of potential 

adverse impacts to the 

level of no significant 

harm to third parties, and 

the polluter pays 

principle. 

There in no reference in the legal framework to include mitigation of potential adverse impacts and do no 

harm to third parties, although Article 13 of the Law of Environmental Protection that uses of natural 

resources “pay natural resource use and environmental pollution fees and fines” 

Partial Equivalence  

 

Lack of explicit reference 

to mitigation of impacts 

on third parties 

For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should explicitly 

require mitigation of potential 

impacts to third parties and the 

inclusion of the polluter pays 

principle. 

Policy Principle 5: Carry out meaningful consultation with affected people and facilitate their informed participation. Ensure women’s participation in consultation. Involve stakeholders, including 

affected people and concerned nongovernment organizations, early in the project preparation process and ensure that their views and concerns are made known to and understood by decision makers 

and taken into account. Continue consultations with stakeholders throughout project implementation as necessary to address issues related to environmental assessment. Establish a grievance redress 

mechanism to receive and facilitate resolution of the affected people’s concerns and grievances regarding the project’s environmental performance. 

Key element (1) 

Carry out meaningful 

consultation with affected 

people and facilitate their 

informed participation 

Article 17 deals with public participation in the process of EIA.  

Article 17.4 states: 

“It is the responsibility of the legal entity performing the detailed environmental impact assessment to 

organize, at the report preparation stage, consultations with and formally seek comments from the local 

authority, the community that is likely to be affected by the project and local residents living in the area 

where the proposed project is going to be implemented”. 

Article 8.4.8 states that: 

 “Notes of consultations made with the local authority and the community likely to be affected by the 
proposed project should be included in the detailed EIA report.”  

Partial Equivalence 

 

Absence of guidance on 

the timing and scoping 

content of consultation 

and lack of need for 

project level grievance 

redress mechanism 

For Full Equivalence the 

Handbook on EIA should  

stipulate the requirements for  

public participation at all 

stages of the project cycle, 

including screening, Scoping 

EIA and project 

implementation.  

 

,  

Key element (2) 

Ensure women’s 

participation in 

consultation 

No specific mention is made of women’s participation in EIA consultation processes. No Equivalence For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should ensure 

participation of women in the 

EIA process.  

Key element (3) 

Involve stakeholders, 

The Law on EP mentions public participation in SEE in the form of Public Ecological Review (PER), but 

fails to provide an explicit definition of PER (Article 58). Moreover, while stating that public 

organisations may conduct PER, the Law on EP, does not specify whether PER is supposed to 

Partial Equivalence 

No reference to the stages 

For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should adopt an 

official EIA screening list and 
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including affected people 

and concerned 

nongovernment 

organizations, early in the 

project preparation 

process. 

complement the main EIA process or is a completely independent process which should be treated 

separately. Furthermore, the Law on EP does not contain clear regulations on the access for the public to 

the relevant information as well as on the mechanisms to ensure consideration of the outcomes of PER by 

the decision-makers, which are the key conditions of any form of public participation. The Law on EP 

does not actually provide for public participation in decision-making and therefore cannot be considered 

as meeting international requirements for public participation.   

The EIA Handbook’s mentions public involvement, but the procedure is vague. It requires informing the 

affected public about the planned activities twice: when the Application is submitted to the Environmental 

Authorities for the preliminary assessment and during the EIA process per se. The Developer is expected 

to involve the affected public in the discussions of the proposal, but there are no clear mechanisms 

provided to ensure that the public’s comments are taken into account at the stage of project development. 

The Developer should inform the public of the planned activity once the application procedure has been 

launched. The Environmental Authority who is responsible for making the relevant EIA documentation 

available to the public through its office(s), local government offices, schools and libraries, according to 

the EIA Handbook (Paragraph 4.1.). The EIA Handbook further states that the Developer should “also 

actively seek public input” at least until the public in the country is used to participating in EIAs 

(Paragraph 4.2.  There is no explicit requirement for the Developer to actually take into account the 

comments it received during the public information and participation campaign in its final report 

submitted to the Environmental Authorities. 

of stakeholder 

involvement and no 

explicit requirement to 

take in the comments of 

the stakeholders 

 

create a link between the Law 

on EP and the EIA Handbook, 

or, alternatively upgrade the 

status of EIA Handbook to a 

binding document to include 

stakeholder consultation in all 

stages of the EIA process and 

during implementation. 

 

Key element (4) 

Establish a grievance 

redress mechanism 

No mention is made of the need for project-level grievance mechanisms No Equivalence For Full Equivalence, 

requirements the legal 

framework should require the 

establishment of project-level 

grievance mechanisms.  

Policy Principle 6: Disclose a draft environmental assessment (including the EMP) in a timely manner, before project appraisal, in an accessible place and in a form and language(s) understandable to 

affected people and other stakeholders. Disclose the final environmental assessment, and its updates if any, to affected people and other stakeholders. 

Key element (1) 

Disclose a draft 

environmental assessment 

(including the EMP) in a 

timely manner, before 

project appraisal, in an 

accessible place. 

Art. 41, EIA Handbook - 5 copies of EIA documents should be available for the public at proponent 

Headquarters, at local authorities offices, and libraries, however no mention regarding disclosure of draft 

EA 

 

No Equivalence For Full Equivalence the 

proposed “Public 

Participation” regulation and 

the revised Handbook of EIA 

Procedures” should require 

disclosure of draft 

environmental assessment 

documents prior to appraisal 

by the SEE. 

Key element (2)  Partial Equivalence  For Full Equivalence the 
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Disclose the final 

environmental 

assessment, and its 

updates if any, to affected 

people and other 

stakeholders 

Article 41 of EIA Handbook. 5 copies of EIA documents should be available for the public at proponent 

Headquarters, at local authorities offices, and libraries 

 

No requirement for SEE document to be made public or the EIA to be available in the national language. 

No guidance on whether 

the documents should be 

in local language 

revised Law on EP should 

include specific legally 

binding requirements for 

disclosure of the final SEE 

resolution and the SEE 

document.  

Policy Principle 7: Implement the EMP and monitor its effectiveness. Document monitoring results, including the development and implementation of corrective actions, and disclose monitoring 

reports. 

Key element (1) 

Implement the EMP and 

monitor its effectiveness. 

The Environmental Protection Law makes explicit reference to submission of documents for review that 

identifies impacts and mitigation of activities 
Partial Equivalence 

The reference to 

implementing of EMP and 

monitoring is implicit in 

legal framework 

For Full Equivalence the EP 

law or Handbook of EIA 

Procedures should provide 

clear direction on the content 

of the EMP document, the 

need for identification of 

implementation and 

monitoring roles and 

responsibilities 

Key element (2) 

Document monitoring 

results, including the 

development and 

implementation of 

corrective actions, and 

disclose monitoring 

reports. 

Vague references in both the Law on EP and the EIA Handbook for monitoring and audit of economic 

activities.  

 

Partial Equivalence 

Except for a few major 

development projects 

(mainly in the oil sector) 

information on 

environmental 

performance and 

compliance is lacking 

For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should require 

documentation and disclosure 

of monitoring results  

Policy Principle 8: Do not implement project activities in areas of critical habitats, unless (i) there are no measurable adverse impacts on the critical habitat that could impair its ability to function, (ii) 

there is no reduction in the population of any recognized endangered or critically endangered species, and (iii) any lesser impacts are mitigated. If a project is located within a legally protected area, 

implement additional programs to promote and enhance the conservation aims of the protected area. In an area of natural habitats, there must be no significant conversion or degradation, unless (i) 

alternatives are not available, (ii) the overall benefits from the project substantially outweigh the environmental costs, and (iii) any conversion or degradation is appropriately mitigated. Use a 

precautionary approach to the use, development, and management of renewable natural resources. 

Key Element (1) 

Do not implement project 

activities of critical 

habitats, unless (i) there 

are no measurable adverse 

The Law on Specially Protected Natural Territories and Objects (2000)  

Article 7: prohibits transfer, use and lease of specially protected natural territories and objects  

Article 10: bans economic activity in specially protected natural territories and objects or designated 

areas, except to enhance its use for environmental protection, research, monitoring, recovery, education 

and tourism 

Partial Equivalence 

While, the legal 

framework totally 

excludes activities in state 

reserves, biosphere 

For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should provide 

explicit guidance on key 

consideration when project 

activities are un-avoidable, 

particular in protected area 
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impacts on the critical 

habitat that might impair 

its ability to function; (ii) 

there is no reduction in 

the population of any 

recognized endangered 

and critically endangered 

species; and (iii) any 

lesser impacts are 

mitigated 

Law on Nature Protection and Nature Use (1992), refers to permissible activities within specially 

protected natural territories and objects such as follows: 

Article 77 confirms that state reserves, including biosphere reserves (that are collectively set up to protect 

representative samples of the natural landscape) are permanently removed from economic exploitation 

Article 79 states that “on lands of specially protected areas activities that are contrary to the intended 

purpose of these lands are prohibited” including withdrawal of these lands for other purposes in 

prohibited, unless there is compensatory “exchange” (meaning replacement) on the decision of the 

Supreme Council of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

reserves and national 

parks, there is no specific 

reference to alternative 

options, if development of 

such areas are un-

avoidable 

categories that fall outside the 

three fully prohibited 

categories (state reserves, 

biosphere reserves and 

national parks) 

Key Element (2) 

If a project is located 

within a legally protected 

area, implement 

additional programs to 

promote and enhance 

conservation aims of the 

protected area 

None No Equivalence 

 

 

For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should specify 

requirement for additional 

compensatory program to 

enhance conservation aims of 

a protected area if a project is 

located within its boundaries  

Key Element (3) 

In an area of natural 

habitats, there must be no 

conversion or 

degradation, unless (i) 

alternatives are not 

available; (ii) the overall 

benefits from the project 

substantially overweigh 

the environmental costs, 

and (iii) any conversion 

or degradation is 

appropriately mitigated 

The legal framework prohibits economic activities in designated protected areas, with no conversion 

permitted, and that development projects must use natural resources in accordance with prescribed 

procedures, taking action to conserve and renew natural resources and participate in protecting and 

improving the environment (Article 6 of Environmental Protection Law)  

Partial Equivalence  

 

There is no explicit 

guidance in the legal 

framework on need to 

seek alternatives, review 

of cost benefits of use of 

natural habitats if there is 

no alternative of 

conversion or degradation 

of natural areas 

For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should provide 

guidance on the requirements 

for conversion and/or 

degradation of natural habitats 

(outside legally defined set-

asides) if no other options 

available 

Key Element (4) 

Use a precautionary 

approach to the use, 

development, and 

management of renewable 

None No Equivalence For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should specify the 

use of a precautionary 

approach when there is 

inadequate scientific 

information for decision 
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natural resources making 

Policy Principle 9: Apply pollution prevention and control technologies and practices consistent with international good practices as reflected in internationally recognized standards such as the World 

Bank Group’s Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines. Adopt cleaner production processes and good energy efficiency practices. Avoid pollution, or, when avoidance is not possible, minimize 

or control the intensity or load of pollutant emissions and discharges, including direct and indirect greenhouse gases emissions, waste generation, and release of hazardous materials from their 

production, transportation, handling, and storage. Avoid the use of hazardous materials subject to international bans or phaseouts. Purchase, use, and manage pesticides based on integrated pest 

management approaches and reduce reliance on synthetic chemical pesticides. 

Key element (1) 

Apply pollution 

prevention and control 

technologies and practices 

consistent with 

international good 

practices. 

LAW OF EP, CHAPTER VI, REGULATION OF THE ECOLOGICAL BALANCE OF THE 

ENVIRONMENT. Article 30. Regulating the Degree of Disturbance of the Ecological Balance 

1. The purpose of governing the ecological balance of environment shall be to define applicable 

scientifically based environmental impact standards that will safeguard environmental safety and public 

health, ensure the efficient use and renewal of natural resources, and prevent environmental pollution. 

2. Regulating the degree of disturbance of the ecological balance shall include the following: 

2.1. determining the effect of environmental quality data on public health and the efficient use and 

renewal of natural resources; 

2.2. determining permissible maximum impact levels; 

3. Established environmental quality standards may not be replaced with lower standards. 

4 Depending on the specific condition of the environment, environmental standards may be adjusted 

downward. 

5. All approved environmental quality standards shall be mandatory for legal entities and individuals. 

These standards must be published in the media and disseminated. 

Article 31. Basic Environmental Quality Standards 

1. Basic environmental quality standards shall include the following: 

1.1. maximum permissible pollutant discharges and emissions into the environment, noise, 

vibration, electromagnetic radiation and other harmful physical factors, radiation hazard levels, 

and maximum application standards for agricultural chemicals in agriculture and forestry; 

1.2. applicable maximum concentrations of environmentally hazardous substances; 

1.3. the status of protected areas and health and other buffer zones. 

2. The law of Azerbaijan may impose other standards as well. Pollution standards must be included in the 

regulations. 

Partial Equivalence For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should require 

application of pollution 

prevention and control 

methods meeting international 

standards. 
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Article 32. Permissible Pollutant Discharge and Emission Standards 

1. Permissible levels of potentially hazardous chemical and biological substances polluting the air, water, 

soil, and subsoil shall be determined for the purpose of protecting public health, plant and animal life, and 

gene pools. 

2. Permissible levels of noise, vibration, electromagnetic radiation and other harmful physical factors, and 

radiation hazards shall be determined for the purpose of protecting public health, plant and animal life, 

and gene pools. 

3. Permissible levels of noise, vibration, electromagnetic radiation and other harmful physical factors, and 

radiation hazards and other physical factors shall be determined for the purpose of protecting public health 

and fitness and plant and animal life. 

Article 33. Regulating the Use of Agricultural Technology and Agricultural Chemicals in 

Agriculture and Forestry 

In order to protect human health, gene pools, plants, and animals, the use of chemicals, growth 

stimulators, other chemicals, and agricultural technology in excess of prescribed standards shall be 

prohibited. 

Key Element (2) Adopt 

cleaner production 

processes and good 

energy efficiency 

practices 

The Law on Environmental Protection, Chapter VI,  Regulation of the Ecological Balance of the 

Environment Articles: 30, 31, 32 and 33 (see Policy Principle 9 Key Element 1 above) defines standards 

for public safety and health, maximum permissible limits of discharges and quality standards, penalties 

and fines, all of which should implicitly promote the use of cleaner production processes. 

Article 36: Environmental Requirements for Design requires designers of facilities and other industrial 

and agricultural operations to implement among other things low-waste or waste-free technologies and 

effective measures for preventing environmental pollution. 

Article 42: Environmental Requirements for the Operation of Industrial, Energy, Transportation 

and Communication Systems and Agricultural and Irrigation Systems: …requires the incorporation 

of pollution control systems, environmentally sound technologies, be equipped with effective waste 

treatment and management systems, utilize efficient fuels…. 

Full Equivalence None required 

Key Element (3) Avoid 

pollution, or, when 

avoidance is not possible, 

minimize or control the 

intensity or load of 

pollutant emissions and 

discharges, including 

The Law on Environmental Protection and Nature (1992) Chapter IX Environmental requirements 

for Operating Companies, Facilities and other installations Article 55 through 63 (operating 

requirements in agriculture and forestry, energy facilities, chemical production, industry etc.) requires that 

enterprises establish standards of quality to eliminate or avoid and minimize the discharge of pollutants, 

reduce waste generation and ensure good production, storage transportation of harmful pollutants.  

Full Equivalence None required 
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direct and indirect 

greenhouse gases 

emissions, waste 

generation, and release of 

hazardous materials from 

their production, 

transportation, handling, 

and storage. 

Key Element (4) Avoid 

the use of hazardous 

materials subject to 

international bans or 

phase-outs 

The Law on Environmental Protection and Nature (1992) Article 60 Environmental Requirements 

for the use of Chemicals prohibits the use of toxic chemicals and institutes measures for violation of such 

rules  and Article 59 deals with Environmental requirements for the use of radioactive materials, 

including maximum allowable limits, and rules that govern the production, storage, transportation, use, 

disposal of these radioactive materials, while Article 61 addressed the protection of the environment 

from harmful biological organisms and requires enterprises to ensure environmentally friendly 

production (creation), storage (content), transport, use and removal of such organisms and to develop and 

implement measures to prevent accidents and disasters and elimination of adverse biological effects on the 

environment and human health 

Partial Equivalence 

 

It is not clear if the 

identification of 

hazardous materials has 

been based on any 

international norms or 

policies. 

For Full Equivalence the legal 

framework should establish 

norms to avoid the use of such 

materials based on 

international bans and phase-

outs. 

Key Element (5) 

Purchase, use, and 

manage pesticides based 

on integrated pest 

management approaches 

and reduce reliance on 

synthetic chemical 

pesticides. 

The Law on Environmental Protection and Nature (1992) Article 56 Environmental Requirements 

in Agriculture and Forestry states the following: 

Enterprises as well as citizens are obliged to carry out measures to protect soil, water bodies, forests and 

other vegetation and wildlife as well as human health and the environment. 

Article 60 Environmental Requirements for the use of chemicals, including fertilizers and pesticides 

requires adherence to safety rules for production, storage, transportation and use of chemicals and 

penalties imposed for non-compliance,  

Partial Equivalence 

Lack of integration of 

chemical use within the 

concept of integrated pest 

management  

For full equivalence the legal 

framework should explicitly 

require the use of integrated 

pest management approach as 

a primary tool in guiding the 

use and reliance on chemical 

pesticides. 

Policy Principle 10: Provide workers with safe and healthy working conditions and prevent accidents, injuries, and disease. Establish preventive and emergency preparedness and response measures to 

avoid, and where avoidance is not possible, to minimize, adverse impacts and risks to the health and safety of local communities. 
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Key Element (1) 

Provide workers with safe 

and healthy working 

conditions and prevent 

accidents, injuries, and 

disease 

Labour Protection Law of 1992 represents a system of social-economic, organisational, technical, 

sanitary-hygienic and sanitary-medical arrangements and means, providing safety, protection of health 

and labour capacity of person during labour activity, based on corresponding legislative and other 

normative acts. 

In addition, the Law on EP. Article 34. Health and Other Buffer Zones 

Health and other buffer zones shall be delimited for the purpose of preventing adverse impact on the 

environment and protected natural sites and areas. 

Health and other buffer zones and the procedures for their use shall be governed by legal framework 

Full Equivalence .None required 

Key Element (2)  

Establish preventive and 

emergency preparedness 

and response measures to 

avoid, and where 

avoidance is not possible, 

to minimize, adverse 

impacts and risks to the 

health and safety of local 

communities 

The Law on Environmental Protection and Nature (1992) Chapter XII Environmental Emergencies 

provides guidance on prevention and elimination of environmental accidents, implementation of measures 

to prevent such adverse impacts and accidents, environmental preparedness etc., 

Article 73: Prevention of Accidents and Elimination of their Adverse Environmental Impacts…. 

This article entails the development of plans ad specialized services for the prevention and management of 

environmental emergencies, including public health and community surveillance measures and reporting 

and follow-up actions following such occurrences. 

Article 74: Enterprise Preparedness for Environmental Accidents requires enterprises to maintain a 

state of readiness to provide the technical means to eliminate accidents, verify compliance with workers 

safety and technological discipline and programs of training of members to reduce and/or eliminate such 

accidents, and  

Article 75: Zones of Emergency Situations and Economic Disaster; requires the identification of such 

zones and those activities that should not be permitted in these zones that are detrimental to the 

environment and prohibition of activities that are not conducive to maintenance of natural systems and 

peoples health and safety, as well as identification and implementation of measures in these zones to 

restore the natural systems and improve the environmental conditions.  

Full Equivalence None required 

Policy Principle 11: Conserve physical cultural resources and avoid destroying or damaging them by using field-based surveys that employ qualified and experienced experts during environmental 

assessment. Provide for the use of “chance find” procedures that include a pre-approved management and conservation approach for materials that may be discovered during project implementation. 

Key element (1) Conserve 

physical cultural 

resources and avoid 

destroying or damaging 

them by using field-based 

surveys that employ 

qualified and experienced 

The Law on Culture (1998) requires the protection of historical and cultural monuments,  

Article 35 Protection of Cultural Property includes means for conservation and restoration of natural 

landscapes, archaeological and architectural objects and it is forbidden to demolish and dissemble such 

cultural monuments 

Partial Equivalence 

 

While, the legal 

framework has provision 

for the destruction of 

physical cultural heritage 

For Full Equivalence, the legal 

framework should specify 

methods and expertise that are 

necessary during undertaking 

of environmental assessment 

of development activities. 
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experts during 

environmental 

assessment. 

and ensuring measures for 

their conservation, 

protection and restoration, 

there is no detail on the 

methods and expertise for 

the survey and assessment 

of such properties 

Key element (2) Provide 

for the use of “chance 

find” procedures that 

include a pre-approved 

management and 

conservation approach for 

materials that may be 

discovered during project 

implementation 

None No Equivalence For Full Equivalence, the 

relevant legal framework 

should include guidance on 

how to deal with “chance 

finds” during project 

implementation and operation. 

 


